The next two issues of the Social Change Review cover the current era by a series of articles. We live in a period of risks, dangers, and challenges. A general theory of the era with solutions for all problems does not exist. We
are looking for a new form of social organisation, in order to respond to threats and to safeguard our future. We need new attitudes in shaping our lifestyles, but also new forms of democratic participation in community life.
We need a secure peaceful world, in which people and nations are not in conflict with each other. At the end of the Second Modernity, we need new waves of Enlightenment, with global consequences for the urgent problems of environmental protection, food production, and consumption.
First of all, we need sociological imagination and the courage to rethink society and human life. We need social diagnoses that describe the current situation, without reservations and make it understandable, providing a realistic examination of facts.
The contributions included in these two volumes are not committed to any scientific school, but to an exploratory attitude that goes beyond deductive empiricism, and considers the interrelation between reality and knowledge in constructivist sense -and it is otherwise committed to a critical and humanistic approach, that include empirical social research. This position is an opportunity to share, but it is not intended to allocate the authors to a position to which they do not agree. By the fusion of economic and political centres of power, the political system has been undermined by economic interests. There are also shifts of power in the international arena that will lead -primarily with regard to China -to new imbalances, with a need for regulation, which -in the best scenariowill not lead to global armed conflicts, as was the case during the Cold War era.
In his contribution, Amitai Etzioni declares that the present political crisis which has included all the important international participants is neither of a finance-economical nature nor of military provenance, but it is based on insufficient governmental activity, which leads to global regulation deficits that are connected to the flexibility of organisations and to ad hoc decisions. Etzioni describes these structural facts with the concept of adhocracy. Less domestic order is accompanied by more adhocracy. There is no evidence in sight of an end to the institutional crisis. Etzioni uses the model of Governance as a basis to evaluate different developments and changes at international, national and community levels. Overall, Schrage's remarks can be understood as a contribution to the elucidation of contemporary society, with which he points out the social function of luxury consumption, for the development of the consumer society, in which social integration is essentially based on the consumer's role.
The four authors have worked on different levels of reality and problem areas that are particularly important in the contemporary sociology.
In an overall view, the basic lines of a committed social diagnosis become visible, which has to do with different social problems of national, 98 international, cultural and biographical backgrounds, and among other things, by globalisation, demographic changes, shifts in the balance of power and increasing extremist tendencies. In the next volume of the SCR, further contributions will complete the social diagnosis of the current era.
